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themselves had to be played one against the other in the pursuit
of the same end and, though at times Shivaji had to yield to superior
force, yet throughout his carrier, this desire of union against the
foreigner remained a predominent factor in his mind. It is true,
even Shivaji failed at times, and it is certain his attempts failed
at last, but it was a noble failure which failed after the structure
he had built up was able to sustain shocks of a kind which had
toppled down more ambitious piles.
One other feature may be noticed here before we are done
with this delineation of the way in which the seed of life was sown
in a soil prepared by the hard discipline of centuries to receive it.
Shivaji had the magnetic power which only true leaders of men
possess, and which neither bandits nor mad fanatics can ever claim.
He attracted towards himself all that was hopeful and aspiring in
the land, without distinction of class or caste or creed or colour.
His very councillors were selected from all the great communities
which constituted the strength or tne country. His touch made the
very grossest of men feel a cleansing fire burning within them. The
Mavils and the Hetkaris did not follow him solely for the booty
they acquired, and when they could no longer help him to distant
expeditions, Shivaji did not fail to employ Musalmans both on
sea and land to carry out his designs. Tanaji Malusare and his
brother Suryaji, Baji Fasalkar and Netaji Palkar, the Prabhus Baji
Deshpande and Balaji Avaji, the Brahmans Moropant, Abaji
Sondev, Raghunath Narayan, Annaji :Datto, Janardanpant
Hanmante, the Marathas Prataprao Gujar and Hambirrao Mohite,
Santaji Ghorpade and Dhanaji Jadhav, the ancestors of Parsoji
Bhonsle, and Udaji Pavar, and Khanderao Dabhade, all served
under him in his armies and none proved faithless to him. This
is the highest privilege of genius. These man stuck to their posts
even when Shivaji was a captive at Delhi and helped him to
establish his power without an effort when he escaped and returned
back to his country. Later on, when after his death, his son
Sambhaji misbehaved and was killed, and Shahu was led a captive
from Raigad, these same men and their successors bore the brunt
of the Moghul conquest, and though compelled to retire to the
south, only did so, to return with renewed strength to complete
the discomfiture of Aurangzeb at the total failure of his ambitious
schemes.
Lastly, Shivaji's self-discipline was as great as his power of
control and his military daring. This characteristic of his nature
stands out in marked contrast with the looseness and ferocity of
those times. In the worst excesses committed by his armies under
the stress of war and need of money, cows, women, and cultivators